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Tutorial for Getting Allocation at PSC 

 

This will be for getting an education allocation, which can be used for classes. 

Step 1) Get an XSEDE account. 

- You can create an account by going to XSEDE.org 
- From there, click create account where it says XSEDE User Portal 
- Once you fill out all the necessary information, you have your XSEDE account. 

Step 2) Apply for allocation. 

- To apply for allocation, click the ALLOCATIONS tab that should be at the top of 
your XSEDE USER PORTAL page.  

- Click on Submit/Review Request 
- Once here, you will see there are multiple options for the types of allocation you can 

apply for. 
- If you click on Educational – Start a New Submission it will show you a page which 

highlights the documentation needed to apply for the allocation. 
- The list will look like the following: 

o New Educational requests will require: 
o  

▪ Title 
▪ Abstract 
▪ Keywords 
▪ Principal investigator 
▪ Field of science 
▪ Documents (Resource Justification, Syllabus, PI CV (2 pages limit)) 
▪ Resources (Grants/funding) 

● Typbically they use the NSF format for this but it is not limited 
to NSF. 

- Once these documents are submitted, they will review it in a reasonable amount of 
time (about a week) and pending acceptance, you will have your allocation available.  

MENTIONABLES: 

- You do not need to be the PI to apply for the allocation, however; you will need a PI 
in order for the allocation to be approved. 

- Co-PI’s can be assigned and given almost equal access to the allocation as the PI.  
o This could be helpful if the PI would want someone else handling the 

allocation. 
- In order for students to gain access to the allocation, they too will need an account.  

o From this, they can be given access to the allocation by the PI or the Co-PI  
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- Any other information about the allocations can be found here 
https://portal.xsede.org/allocations-overview​. Or you can contact PSC directly by 
emailing your questions/concerns. 

o The email is as follows: ​grants@psc.edu​. 
- For more of a general overview, you can visit the PSC website as well, ​www.psc.edu​.  

 
Login to bridges server using UNIX 

In order to login to the Servers that we have allocated on the PSC, there are specific commands 
we must write in. 

 

This is the command that we will use to login to your account in UNIX. The password will 
appear blank when you type it in. After you have logged onto your XSEDE account, you are 
ready to connect to your allocated server. For this example, we are using the bridges server. 
After you’ve successfully logged in, type: 

 

As you can see, we are accessing the Bridges server from my account, jscott, from the general 
ssohub server they have. We specify the server we would like to go to by typing in the command 
gsissh, followed by the server we would wish to go to. If you have successfully logged in, your 
screen should look like this:  

 

From this step forth, we are able to access modules that the server provides and other neat 
features. To leave the server, simply type “exit”, or press ctrl+d. 

https://portal.xsede.org/web/xup/single-sign-on-hub 

 

https://portal.xsede.org/allocations-overview
mailto:grants@psc.edu
http://www.psc.edu/
https://portal.xsede.org/web/xup/single-sign-on-hub
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Logging into XSEDE using PUTTY 
(For WINDOWS users) 

What you need installed: 
PUTTY.exe 
Filezilla 

Both of thesse programs are free to download from any computer with internet access. 

 
 
1) First you will want to run putty.exe on your computer. Once run, you will get a window that 
looks like the following. 
 
  
The important pieces to recognize are the highlighted areas. The Host Name is going to be filled 
in with the login webside for XSEDE. This login cite is login.xsede.org.  
**Keep note of the Port number as that will be needed for Filezilla. It should automatically fill 
in. 
 
After all the proper information is applied to the PuTTY Configuration, click Open.  
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You should get a terminal-looking window that asks for your login information. 
 

 
 
At first, it will prompt you with 

 
login as: 

 
All this prompt is asking for is for your XSEDE username that you have previously created. It 
will then ask for your password. NOTE: Your password will not show up as you type it in the 
terminal. Make sure you enter your password correctly and then hit Enter and you should be 
logged into the general server for XSEDE.  
 
If you are experiencing difficulty logging in, it may be due to the security of the WIFI you 
are on. Make sure the wifi you are connected to is secure and allows you access to the 
servers. For example, I’ve had users have difficulty logging on when using the guest 
network for WCU. 
 
From here on, the steps are all the same for logging onto any other server for XSEDE. 
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Using Secure File Transfer Protocal (SFTP) 
 
For this, we are actually going to use Filezilla, so make sure you have the program opened.  
 
Here we are going to make sure Filezilla is set up properly. 
 

 
 
All the highlighted areas are of importance.  
 
First off, you’re going to enter your Host, username, password and port number. 
 
If you don’t know your port number, to find it, you’re going to use the command, netstat. 
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Now this command will likely output a lot of information, but we are only concerned with the 
first line of output. Underneath Local Adress, we see the ssohub.iu.xsede.org:22. Then 22 would 
be our port number.  
 
Information to be input into Filezilla will be as follows. 
 
Host: login.xsede.org 
Username: <your username> 
Password: <your password> 
Port: <The port you found using the netstat command> 
 
If all this information is entered correctly, then you’ll be able to see the files you have saved on 
the remote server. Notice that you have a local site, which is your computer, and a remote site, 
which is the server. 
 
Now we are ready to transfer files from your computer to the remote server. Make sure you are 
on the general XSEDE server in your terminal.  
 
From the general server terminal, you can type the following command, along with what server 
you would like to transfer your files to.  

  
We include gsi at the beginning of sftp to make sure that it is secure. Now we are ready to 
transfer files onto the bridges server. To do so, we go to Filezilla, and underneath where it says 
Local site, we access the folder in which our file is located. Underneath that box, we can see 
another box that will have the files within the folder you just selected. Click and drag the file you 
wish to transfer over to the bottom right box which is your remote server. After a few moments, 
the file is then transferred. To complete the transfer, you will need to use the following 
command. 
 

 
For whatever file you chose to transfer, you will use the put command, along with the filename 
in order to transfer over to the server. Congratulations, you now have successfully transferred 
your file to the XSEDE server. 
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Basic Unix Commands 

ls (list) 

When you first login, your current working directory is your home directory. Your home 
directory has the same name as your user-name. 

To find out what is in your home directory, type 

% ls 

Typing in lowercase LS will only show you the files and subdirectories that are not hidden. 
To view the hidden files, you’d have to type 

% ls -a 

 

ls​ is an example of a command which can take options: ​-a​ is an example of an option. The 
options change the behaviour of the command. (Note that I will talk about options later in 
the tutorial). As you can see, the option -a was part of the listed options that are seen when I 
entered the command man ls. 

 However, before even considering modifying any of the hidden files, you should make sure you 
know exactly what you’re doing in Unix.  

 

If you don’t see any files, it may just mean that there are no files there to begin with. 

http://www.ee.surrey.ac.uk/Teaching/Unix/unix1.html
http://www.ee.surrey.ac.uk/Teaching/Unix/unix1.html
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man (Manual) 

When using the man function, it allows you to see the options that go along with a 
command. For example,  

man ls 

This command will give you the following screen. 

 

(This shows just some of the options that the list command can do) 

Now you can see all the options that go along with your ls, or list command for this example.  
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mkdir (make directory) 

We will now make a subdirectory in your home directory to hold the files you will be 
creating and using in the course of this tutorial. To make a subdirectory called unixstuff in 
your current working directory type  

 

 mkdir unixstuff 

To see the directory you have just created, type 

 ls 

rmdir (remove directory) 
This does the exact opposite of what mkdir does. It removes the directory. Note: if you try to 

remove a directory with files within it, the directory will not be removed. The directory you wish 
to empty must be empty itself in order to remove, unless another option is used with rmdir. 

 rmdir unixstuff 

You can check your removed directory by seeing if it actually was removed using the list 
command.  

cd (change directory) 
The command ​cd directory​ means change the current working directory to ​'directory'​ . The 
current working directory may be thought of as the directory you are in, i.e. your current 
position in the file-system tree. Typing % cd by itself will take you back to your home 
directory. This is handy when you forget where you came from in the directories. 

To change to the directory you have just made, type 

cd unixstuff 

Type ​ls​ to see the contents (which should be empty) 

Note you do not have to go through one directory at a time in the command line. If you wish 
to bypass typing the same command to get to a directory, you can simply type the specific 
file location, so long as that location is within the starting directory. 

 cd unixstuff/Stuff/morestuff/stuffmore 

This is gaining an understanding of the pathnames. If you were to type  

 cd stuffmore 

you would get the output: 
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cd: stuff: No such file or directory 

It would show that no such file or directory exists. This is because you need to be in the current 
directory in order to access a file like that. 

In the home directory, type 

ls -a 

As you can see, in the home directory(and in all other directories), there are two special 
directories called (.) and (..) 

The current directory (.) 
In UNIX, (.) means the current directory, so typing 

 cd . 

means stay where you are (the unixstuff directory). 

This may not seem very useful at first, but using (.) as the name of the current directory will 
save a lot of typing, as we shall see later in the tutorial. 

The parent directory (..) 
(..) means the parent of the current directory, so typing 

 cd .. 

will take you one directory up the hierarchy (back to your home directory). Try it now. 

Note:Desktop typing ​cd​ with no argument always returns you to your home directory. This 
is very useful if you are lost in the file system. 

This next example is directly from the website. The visual was too good not to use as part of 
this example.​.5 Pathnames 

pwd (print working directory) 
Pathnames enable you to work out where you are in relation to the whole file-system. For 
example, to find out the absolute pathname of your home-directory, type ​cd​ to get back to 
your home-directory and then type 

 pwd 

The full pathname will look something like this - 

/home/its/ug1/ee51vn 
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which means that ​ee51vn​ (your home directory) is in the sub-directory ​ug1​ (the group 
directory),which in turn is located in the ​its​ sub-directory, which is in 
the ​home​ sub-directory, which is in the top-level root directory called " ​/ " ​ . 

 

~ (your home directory) 
Home directories can also be referred to by the tilde ~ character. It can be used to specify 
paths starting at your home directory. So typing 

 ls ~/unixstuff 

will list the contents of your unixstuff directory, no matter where you currently are in the 
file system. 

cp (copy) 

Now lets say you want to copy a file and rename it something else or place it in a different 
directory. The cp command does that for you. 

 

 

In this example, I took some arbitrary file called UGH from my Desktop, and placed it in the 
directory I was currently in. Now there is also a way to rename a file within the same directory. 
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As we see here, we have within our current directory the file UGH. I copied it and called it OOH 
and now I have a file called OOH and UGH in my current directory. 

mv (move) 

A very similar command to copy, is the move command. The move command allows you to 
move a file to a particular destination rather than copy and paste it to a new place. This can be 
good for organization if you’re looking to file particular files away in a tedious-to-get-to 
location. 

 

Here we can see what I did.  Originally, my home directory did not have the file OOH in it. So I 
moved  OOH from my desktop to my current directory (which was my home directory).  As we 
can see, the file no longer exists on the Desktop, and is not moved to my home directory. 

rm (remove) 

Now I have no need for some of these files in my Desktop directory. So what we can use is the 
remove command. It works just like it sounds by removing a file from your directory.  



15 

 

We see I had my desktop with two files, OOO and UGH in it, then I removed them from the 
directory. 

Similarly, we have ​rmdir​ which will remove a directory, but only if said directory is empty. It is 
ill-advised to remove a directory with anything in it anyways since there could be important files 
(which includes hidden files/directories) within any given directory. 

 

cat (concatenate), less, head, and tail 

We can use the cat, or concatenate command, to display the contents of a file on screen. less 
displays the contents of a file a page at a time. The head command can be used to look at the first 
few lines, and tail, the last few lines of a file. 

 

The command less, is a bit more involved. You can search for words within the file while using 
less by using /word.  

 

 

 

This will highlight the first instance of the word “is”. You can move to the next instance by 
pressing n. 

Similarly, the command grep allows you to search for specific words or patterns in a file. Grep 
will print out the every line that has the word in it. 
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As you can see, I used the same command, but used an option with one of them. The -i means 
ignore, which ignores uppercase or lowercase within the word you are searching. Feel free to 
look at the manual for grep. 


