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Articulation Agreement
Between
Bucks County Community College
_ And
West Chester University of Pennsylvania

Introduction
Bucks County Community College [Bucks) and West Chester University of

Pennsylvania (WCU) agree to enter into this Articulation Agreement
{Agreement) to facilitate the seamless transfer of Bucks students who have
edrned the Assoclate of Arls, Associate of Science, Associate of Fine Arts,
Associate of Music, or Assoclate of Applied Science degree. In addition, this
agreement provides a seamiess pathway for WCU applicants from Bucks’s
service region {Chester and Bucks Counties; along with select NJ counfies) who
are not offered admissions, for academic reasons or due to capacity, to begin
their post-secondary education at Bucks,

The purpose of this Agreement is fo provide seamless pathways for students 1o
begin_posf—secondary education at Bucks, earn their associate degree, and
transfer seamlessly to WCU In a parallel bachelor’s degree program, In addition,
parameters are outlined to provide guaranteed renewabie fransfer scholarships
at WCU as well as assurance of on-campus housing at WCU, if needed. - The
Agreement defines admission requirerhenis and processes, seamless fransfer of
coursework, scholarship and housing parameters, and services to support
transfer sfudent success. . '

Quadlifying students will be guoron’reed admission into o pardllel bcchelor s
degree program in an equivalent field of study at WCU, subject to capacity,
upon complehon of their associate degree at Bucks and provided that the
student meets oll University, degree, major, and GPA requirerments as well as
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application deadlines {Addendum A). Addendum A, Mdjor Program and
Guaranteed Admission Requirements, is hereby incorporated into and made
part of this Agreement.

Guaranteed admission into Exploratory Studies, Sports Medicine, Respiratory
Care, and the fraditional BSN Nursing major programs are not part of this
agreement. The RN to BSN pathway will be governed by a separate dagreement,
This Agreement does not apply to Bucks Dual Enroliment HS students who are
simultaneously earning their High School diploma and associate degree as that
willbe governed by a separate agreement. In addition, this Agreement does
not apply to students who previously attended WCU.

Guaranteed Admissions

Bucks students who earm their associate degree and who submit their
application three (3) months prior to the start of the intended first semester at
WCU will be guaranteed admissions into o parallel bachelor's degree program
in an equivalent field of study provided that they meet gl University, degree,
major, and GPA requirements {Addendum A}, Due to capacity, some paraliel
bachelor's degree programs may have earlier application deadlines noted in
Addendum A, After those dates, qualifying Bucks students will be admitted to
the University with the parallel bachelor's degree program in an equivalent field
of student as determined by capacity or space availability,

» Students mus’r‘complefe the WCU admissions application process and
submit all required materials.

* Students who eamed college-level credits via prior learning methods such
as AP {Advanced Placement), CLEP (College Level Examination -
Program), Credit by Portfolio, IB {Intemational Baccalaureate Program),
and DSST [DANTES: Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support)
Subject Standardized Tests are not required to submit an official franscript
to WCU, if the credits are posted to Bucks's official franscript. Any
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additional credits that were completed while maticulated at another
post-secondary institution will require an official franscript submitted fo the
Office of the Registrar for review,

. Students are responsible for ensuring an official copy of their final Bucks
franscript is sent to the Office of the Registrar at WCU when their associate
degree has been awarded in order for the academic passport to be
applied.

*  WCU does not ask for criminal history information on the application for
admission. However, certain criminal conduct may prohibi’r students from
obtaining campus housing. Any student with a conduct sanction
imposed by Bucks (or any other institution of higher education) is not
guaranteed admission. Instead, admission Is subject to the University's
policy. Additionally, some ctiminal and non-criminal conduct may render
students ineligible for professional licensure, to complete cerfain degrees,
‘and/or prohibit them from becoming employed in certain professional
fields.

Evalugtion of Credits

Students who complete the requirements of Statewide Program to Program

(P2P} Agreements as well as requirements outlined in Addendum A which mirror

admission and progression requirements of incoming WCU students will be
admitted with full junior standing in a parallel major and shall not be required to
satisfactorily complete more thon 40 credits fo earn a 120 credit baccalaureate

degree,

students who have eamed an associate degree at Bucks will be awarded
Academic Passport and their general education requirements will be

auvtomatically satisfied with the éxcep‘rion of a 3-credit Diverse Communities
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requirement. This exception does not extend the student's fime to complete
their degree at WCU.

For Bucks courses to transfer to WCU, g minimum grade of D must be earned.

Courses with “D" grade may not fulfil maojor requirements. To further clarify, o

- course with a "D" grade will fransfer and be applied toward graduotion

requirements, but the “D" grade will not fulill major requirements. Grades
received in courses taken at other institutions are not calculated in the WCU
cumuiative grade point average, only the credits are transferred. Students must
also meet all minimum grade requirements in courses that they want to transfer
toward their major and/or minor requitements,

Courses with a CR [credit by exam) grade will not transfer to WCU,

All credits already transcripted by Bucks will be honored by WCU., If prior
learning credits were not already evaluated/transcripted by Bucks, students can
submit their scores to the Office of the Registrar at Bucks to receive evaluation.,
Credlt for prior learning from AP, CLEP, 1B, and DS$ST will be evaluated in
accordance with approved minimum scores effected in response to the Public
School Code, 24. P.S. § 20-2002-C{d),

Per WCU's academic residency requirements, students may transfer up to 90
college-level credits to WCU and 30 of the last 60 credits required for a
bachelor's degree must be taken at WCU.

Co-Admissions and Dual Admissions Pathways

This Agreement provides additional benefits in support of fransfer student

success beyond guaranteed admissions to WCU and to g parallel major in an
equivalent field of study at WCU via two pathway programs. Students
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participating in one of the two pathway programs will receive additional
intentional advising and outreach support as well as guaranteed transfer

schoiarships and housing opportunities,

Co-Admissions Pathway

The Co-Admission Pathway is for students that apply to WCU who are not
offered admission to WCU, for academic reasons or due to capacity, and
who are jointly encouraged by WCU and Bucks to enroli at Bucks. WCU
will provide a conditional offer of admission to these students, upon

enrollment at Bucks.

Dual Admissions Pathway

The Dual Admission Pathway is for students that are newly admitted to
Bucks, currently enrolled Bucks, and have not completed 30 college-level
credits. WCU will provide these students with a conditionatl offer of
admission to WCU.

Honors@Bucks students in the Co-Admissions and Dual Admissions Pathways will
diso be invited to apply to WCU's Honors College.

Guaranteed Transfer Scholarships, Housing, and Application Fee Waiver

Qualified Students in the Co-Admissions and Dual Admissions Pathways who
affirm their intent to enroll prior to the completion of 30 credits, c:orhple’fe and
submit the WCU application by the deadline, and graduate from Bucks will
quallify for transfer scholarships, guaranteed housing, and application fee waiver
as outlined below. T'o'beneﬂ_f from the Transfer Sc_hoiorshipslcnd Housing
assurances, students must erirpll at WCU within one ccslenddr year from thelr
graduation from Bucks. In addition, they will not be eligible for these assurances
if they attend another institution in be’rween Bucks and mairiculation at WCU,
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Transfer Scholarship

Bucks students who satisfy the dual admissions pathway requirements will
qualify for $2000 per academic year scholarship ($1000 per semester) as
determined below:

» Studenfs must be enrolled full-time at WCU to retain their
scholarship award. The scholarship award is available for up
to two (2) consecutive academic years as long as the
student remains in good academic standing at WCU with a
minimum of 2.00 GPA; and

» Students must be working to attain their first baccalaureate
degree,

*  WCU will inform Bucks of any changes to Trahsfer Scholarship
Awards af least one [1) yearin czdvcnc_e of changes and any
changes will not impact Bucks students aiready maticulated at
WCU and dlready receiving said scholarships.

» Students enrolled in programs at WCU's Philadelphia location wil
receive a 10% tuition discount in lieu of the guaranteed transfer
scholarships. This discount is applied to full and part ime enroliment

student status.

* Prior to matriculation at WCU, the Financial Aid Office team at WCU
will provide financial assistance and counseling to Bucks students in
support of their educational goals. This will include information
about applying for aid including grants and other self-aid such as
employment or loans.
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» All Bucks students who transfer to WCU will be reviewed for need-
based aid regardiess of participating in a pathway program.

Housing

+ In addition to the stated requirements outlined in this section, Bucks
students will be guaranteed Housing upon enrollment ot WCU,
provided that the student submits the Housing Appiication and
required information by the deadline. This application will be
administered by WCU directly to the student during the appropriate
semester prior to WCU matriculation. Exceptions to guaranteed
housing include national, state, or regional crises or natural disaster
such as a pandemic, flood, or other such situation.

* Students must alett the Office of Admissions of thelr interest in
living on WCU's campus at least three (3} months prior fo
enrollment,

» Certain criminal conduct may prohibit students from
obtaining campus housing. Students interested in campus
housing will be asked questions about specific conduct and
the resulting information used to determine eligibility due fo -
applicable statutes, regulations, and university policies,

Admissions Application Fee Waiver

S’rudeh’rs who participaie in the Dual Admissions and Co-Admissions

pathways will have their admissions application fee waived.

Advising and Transition

WCU has a team dedicated to maximizing the success of Bucks students. This

includes;

» WCU's Office of Admission will contact all Bucks students who submit their
application. In addition, the Office of Admissions will explain the
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conditional offer of Admission and formal offer of Admission requirements
to studenis in the Co-AdmissiQns and Dual Admissions pathways, WCU's
Office of Admisslon will maintain communications throughout the
onboarding of all students, .

» WCU's Transfer Concierge will contact all Bucks students particlipating in
the Co-Admissions and Dual Admissions pathways upon recelving
affirmation of Intent fo Enroll and maintain communications thereafter,
The Transfer Concierge will also reach out to Bucks students who submit
their fransfer admissions application but who are not participating in the
pathways programs.

* The Transfer Concierge helps to simplify the fransfer process for all
incoming and potential transfer students by connecting them 1o
campus resources during and after their transition to WCU. Some of
these supports include Transfer Credit resources, Advising and
Scheduling, Financial Aid, Housing, Academic Tutoring, Career
Services, Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, Mental
Health Counseling Services, and New Student Organizations, to
name a few. The Transfer Conclerge can assist students with WCU
policies and processes, for example, navigating the class enroliment
system, transfer credit appeals, and applying for change of major
or minor,

*» The Transfer Concierge will also describe WCU's new Transfer
Student Association that is available for students to join after
matriculation at WCU. The Transfer Student Association is a student-
ron organization that is designed to build o welcoming community
of transfer students at West Chester University, and to foster o
successful college experience, both academically and socially, Bi-
weekly meetings are held, along with transfer focused student

success workshops, social meet-ups before campus events,
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fundraising activities, service learning events, and student
organization information sessions. 7

+ The Transfer Concierge and Transfer Admission Counselors in
parinership with Student Affairs will celebrate Bucks students in this
program through invitations to campus events and activities
throughout their time af Bucks.

» Just prior fo matriculation at WCU, Bucks students participating in the
dudt admissions or co-admissions pathways will hear from their WCU
Student Success Team. The Student Success Team includes: their

Student Success Cootdinator: their Academic Advisor; and their

Success Cogches who are available fo provide individudlized support
to guide them toward academic and personal success at WCU.
‘Students who'c:tppiy to WCU who are not part of the duadl admission or
co-admission pathways wilt receive equitable support depending on
when they apply.

. The Financial Aid Office team will reach out to assist Bucks students with
the financial aid process and resources.

~ Joint Responsibilities for Maintenance of this Agreement

» WCU and Bucks will develop a process and requisite communications and
dffrmation strategies to identify Bucks students who are newly admitted or
currently enrolled to recelve joint communications and conditional offers
of admission from WCU.in support of the Dual Admissions pathway.

»  WCU and Bucks will develop process and requisite communication and
affirmation strategies for joint communications and conditional offers of
admission for WCU applicants not offered admissions due to capacity or

for academic reasons in support of the Co-Admissions pathway.
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* WCU and Bucks will develop process and requisite communication and
affirmation strategies for Bucks students to participate in the Dual
Enrollment Pathway who were not initially flagged to receive a
conditional offer of admission from WCU.

* WCU and Bucks will develop, maintain, and monitor communication
strategies related 1o programs defined as subject to capacity in
Addendum A,

« WCU and Bucks will develop and maintain joint recruitment and
marketing plans in support of this Agreement,

* WCU and Bucks will continue to update and maintain curicular and
course equivdlency information.

» WCU and Bucks will coordinate WCU information and advising via in
person and virtual events o provide academic advising, admission,
financial aid, and billing advising, and career services.

» Bucks must provide written notification to WCU of any curricular
modifications or changes to pardllel associate degrees. WCU will review
and determine if said changes or medifications necessitate an

“amendment to this agreement.

*»  WCU will inform Bucks of any curticular changes and students who
affirmed their Infent to Enroll will be treated the same as native WCU
students in terms of impact of curricular changes so long as they maintain

continuous enrollment ot Bucks.

Mutual Terms and Conditions

1. This Dual Admission Agreement along with Addendum A constitutes the
entire Agreement and terms of understanding between Bucks County
Community College and West Chester University. This Agreement shall take
effect immediately upon execution by the date of the last required

sighature on the Agreement.
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2. This agreement will be reviewed and revised as necessary. All revisions
must be approved in writing by each institution's official signatories, with
the some formality as the original Agreement,

3. This agreement shall not exceed a total term of five (5) years beginning
from the date of the last required signature on the Agreement. After the
five {5) year term, the parties may agree to enfer into a new Agreement.

- 4, The terms of the Agreemen’r shall remain in effect, unless it is terminated by
either party. Any party may terminate the agreement with or without
cause with 120 days written advance notice to the other party. If this
Agreement is terminated while students are enrolled through this
Agreement, the students may continue their educational experlence
under this Agreement until that experience would have concluded absent
the termination.

5. The parties agree o continue their respective policies of nondiscrimination
in regard to sex, age, race, color, creed, national origin, Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 and other applicable laws, as well as the
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

6. The relationship between the parties to this Agreement to each other is
that of Independent contractors. The relationship of the parties to this
contract to each other shdli not be construed to constitute a partnership,
joint venture or any other relationship, other than that of independent
coniractors,

7. The Parties shall protect the cdnfideniicli’fy of student records as dictated
by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 34 CFR § 99.33 (a}(2)
("FERPA"} and shall release no information absent written consent of the
student unless authorized by law or as dictated by the terms of this
agreement. _

8. Nelther of the parties shall assume any liabllifies fo each other, Asto
liability to each other or harm to persons, or damages to property, fhe
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parties do not waive any defense as a result of entering into this
Agreement. This provision shall not be construed to fimit WCU's or the
Commonwealth's rights, claims or defenses which arise as a matter of law
pursuant to any provisions of this Agreement. Nothing in this Agreement
shall be construed to limit the sovereign immunity of the Commonwedalth or
of the State System of Higher Education or WCU, ,

?. This Agreement is not a third-party beneficiary contract and confers no
rights upon any students or employees of the pariies.

10.For the purpose of this Agreement, a copy of the party's original signature
shall be considered to be an original mgna’rure, and as such shall be
sufficient to bind such parties.

11.The laws of the Commonwedalth of Pennsylvania shall govermn ihis

Agreement,

SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW
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Bucks County C 71munily College
/;%ﬁZ— 3%%6

Name: Felicia” Ganther, J.D., Ph.D. " Dhte

y:
Title: Preside
/’M/%%ﬂ 'Lv/ ?/?)/ 13

Nome zé/ly Kelf\ Date '

Title: Inteem Prov ’r

B

West Chester Unlverslty

- Mﬂ 3/2e/2

Name: Chns’ropherM Fiorentino, Ph.D.
Title: President

By: (D Winy L Osgod, b 3/16/2023
Name: Jeffrey L. Osgood, Jr., Ph.D. Date
Title:  Senior Vice President and Provost (Interim)

By: [—T;OAI gﬂ&wﬁw 3/16/2023
Name: Todd E. Murphy Date

Title: Vice President for Finance and Administration

Approved as to form and legality:
[I—MW* ' 3/16/2023

University Legal Counsel Date

By:
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Addendum A
Major Program and Admissions Requirements

Bucks County Community College students must earn an associate degree in a parallel
major program with at least a 2.00 GPA except as noted below to be assured admission
into the major program at WCU. In addition, the student must submit their application at
loast 3 months in advance of the start of their intended first semester at WCU, Due fo
capacity, some parallel bachelor's degree programs may have earlier application
deadiines. Applications recelved after those respective dates will be processed on o
space-avdilable basis,

Programs not covered as part of this agreement Include Exploratory Studies, Sports
Medicine, Respiratory Care, and the traditional BSN nursing major programs. The RN fo
BSN pathway wilt be handled in a separate agreement.

Additionally, some eriminal and non-criminal conduct may render Bucks transfer
students ineligible for professional licensure, to complete certain degrees, and/or
prehibit them from becoming employed in certain professional fields.

Majjor programs with addifional specific GPA, pre-requisites, or other requirements
which mirror the same requirements for native WCU students are outlined below:

Academic Program Overall GPA Requirements cc
Equivalencles
AT 2.0 Paortfolio submifted to the
department
Biomedical Engineering 2.2 Students must have completed

one Calculus course with a C
grade or better and must ako
have a C grade or better in one
sclence course in Chemistry,
Physics, or Biology thaf will
transfer to WCU as o required
sclence course.

Business Management 2.5 Students must complete the ECONT11Y,
GPAs below following courses with a C or ECON112,
2.5 wilbe  etter MGMT112,

oviewed on ECO 111, ECO 112, ECO 251, MKT  MKTG215,
° 250, MGT 200, ACC 201, MAT 113, MGMT230,

goi?ﬁat;ﬁ and MAT 143. ACCTI05,
: MATH103, and
MATH118.
Communication Sciences 2.5/3.0 f an applicant has a GPA between
and Disorders ' 1 2.5 and 3.0 they must have gt

east a 100 level Math course
completed with a B grade or better
or they must have & 100 level
English course completed with a B
grade or higher. I an applicant has
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i 3.0 GPA or higher, the above
grades in Math and English will not

e required.

Computer Science 2.0 Computer Science (C grade or
higher) Calculus {C grade or
higher]

Early Grades, Eorly 2.9 Siudents must have a 2.9

Grades/Special Education, ' cumulative GPA and must have

WMiddle Grades, Middle cchleved passing scores, os

Grades/Special Education |~ *lestablished by PDE, on the PA

S - Fequired Basic Skills Tesh: PRAXIS |
(taken before Apiil 1, 2012) or PAPA
scores, of CORE. Students may use
BAT or ACT scores In place of the
Basic Skiils Tests,

Special Education: 7-12 2,9 Students must have a 2.9

BSED cumulative GPA and must have
ichleved passing test scores as
stated doove, -

All other BSED Programs 2,9

Hedith Science: General 2.0 Applicants must have completed  Bee below list of
Studies N Associate's Degree in a health  Bucks degrees
Felated field. and certificate
programs that
Applicants may also earn an qualify,

associate degree in o non-parallel
major but have completed one of
the listed Bucks certificate

DIOgrams.
Mathermatics (all programs,2.0 Students are ddvised to have as
except BSED) many of the following completed

15 possible: Caleulus |, Calculus i,
Calculus I, and Linear Algebra

Music 2.0 All music majors must audition
with the department for
cohsideration into a music
major. Typically these auditions
pccur during the semester
and/or summer leading up fo
the start of the semester.
Students who may not pass their
audition, would not be able to
be o music major, but we could
consider thern for another

maijor.
Social Work - 2.5 All siudents must successfully -~ Due to specific
complete the candidacy cccreditation

rocess, chd licensure




DocuSign Envelope ID: 07D67E41-6019-4C49-A358-C37E270AEQAA

For the Social Work program at
WCU's West Chester campus
ocation, admission applications
must be received 9 months in
cadvance of the start of the
ffn’rended first semester at WCU),

For the Soclal Work program at
WCU's Philadelphia campus
ocation, admission applications
must be received 4 months in
advance of the start of the
intended first semester at WCU,

fequirements,
students are
expected o
have the
competiencies
cnd
equivalencies
outlined in the
most

curreht Social
Work TAOC
p2p
Adreement,

Pharmaceutical Product 2.8
Development

intro to Chemistry and Infro to
Biology

Bucks Programs of Study that are approved for WCU's Hedlih Science: General Sludies degree

pregram
Health Science A.S.

Health Information Technology A.A.

Medical Assistant ALA.

Medical Laboratory Technician A.A.S.

Nursing A.A.,
Radiography A.A.S.

Certificates—students may need to take additional credits fo earn the baccalaureate

degres.

Computed Tomography certificate

Medical Administrative Specialist certificate

Madical Assistant cerfificate

Medical Coding/Biling certificate

Magnetic Resonance Imaging certificate

Phlebotomy certificate

Health Coach certificate




